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Welcome to 
Mounts Bay 
Academy, 
where we see 
learning as one 
of life’s greatest 
adventures.

Join us as we push boundaries 
and blaze trails to create a 
bold learning environment 
that buzzes with energy 
and creativity; where we 
nurture curiosity and inspire 
our students to become 
ambitious, passionate 
and principled people.

Embark on a journey of new 
beginnings and endless 
possibilities, where the rigid 
schooling models of the 
past are giving way to an 
exploration of 21st-century 
living and learning.

Sara Davey, Principal
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past are giving way to an 
exploration of 21st-century 
living and learning.

Sara Davey, Principal

An adventurous 
prospectus

We wanted to give you a real sense 
of the vibrant community we have 
here at Mounts Bay, so we got our 
students involved in creating this 
prospectus. 

From artwork and equations to opinions 
and personal thoughts, we’ve gathered the 
work and wonderings of our students to 
give you a glimpse of Academy life.

Find out what it’s like to be a part of our 
community from the students themselves.



Learning  
Ambitiously

Learning  
Passionately 

Learning  
Boldly

Learning  
Inquisitively

Learning  
Ethically
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Everyone has the 
potential to achieve 
great things. It’s 
our task to inspire 
our students and 
provide them with 
the opportunities 
to succeed.

With a vibrant and innovative 
learning environment, and 
a wealth of connections 
and programmes designed 
to foster talent, we help each 
of our students find their path 
and give them the support 
they need to pursue it.

While discovering and 
developing each student’s 
strengths, we also make sure 
that all are fully equipped 
with the skills they need, and 
the drive and confidence to 
take control of their futures.
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For adventure learning 
week, our year 10s went on 
work experience across the 
country, including at St Ives 
Archive (below) and Ar-Lyn 
Residential Home (left).

Everyone is unique. 
We all have our talents 
and places to improve, 
and we all learn in 
diff erent ways, at 
diff erent speeds. 
That’s why we work 
with each of our 
students to create 
a personalised 
learning plan, so 
that they can learn 
in the way that’s right 
for them and achieve 
their full potential.

Twice a year we hold 
a conference where 
students meet with staff  
to discuss their results, 
their progress and any 
areas for improvement. 
Together we develop 
personal targets for them 
to aim for. By involving 
students in setting 
themselves realistic yet 
challenging goals, we 
motivate them to push 
themselves and take pride 
in their achievements.

Personalised 
learning plans
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For adventure learning 
week, our year 10s went on 
work experience across the 
country, including at St Ives 
Archive (below) and Ar-Lyn 
Residential Home (left).

“ Working at Nixon has been a real 
pleasure. I had the experience 
of seeing what a design agency 
does. It has been a very busy 
week learning lots of new things. 
I have learned about InDesign 
and Photoshop, design and 
advertising, and helped with 
the school prospectus.”

Real-world opportunities

Pablo, year 10, spent 
a week as a graphic 
designer with creative 
agency Nixon Design.

Secondary school is the 
stepping-stone from 
childhood to adult life. 
To equip our students with 
real-world knowledge, 

we seek out enriching 
opportunities for them, 
such as bursaries, 
scholarships and work 
experience placements.

16 17
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During work experience as a graphic designer, Pablo 
experimented with typography in Adobe Illustrator.
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The school jazz band plays a concert on the m
ain hall stage.

Nurturing talent

We’re dedicated to helping all 
of our students reach their full 
potential, including providing 
advanced routes for exceptional 
students. That’s why we have high 
performance institutes (HPIs) in 
English, maths, science, sport and 
the arts. Guest speakers, such 
as authors and mathematicians, 
inspire our students, while extra 
sessions allow talented children 
to hone their skills and even earn 
additional qualifications.

We also arrange trips and activities, 
ranging from writing and code breaking 
competitions to science festivals and 
gallery visits.

Over the years we’ve developed 
relationships with professional sporting 
bodies, such as the Cornish Pirates Rugby 
Club and Global Boarders Surf Club. 
For promising athletes we provide 
additional coaching, conditioning and 
skills workshops, as well as mentoring 
to help them balance their sporting 
aspirations with academic study.
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The school jazz band plays a concert on the m
ain hall stage.

Prestigious alumni

From studying a master’s degree in 
engineering at Oxford University to 
competing worldwide as a professional 
snowboarder, our students go on to 
achieve great things. We do everything 
we can to help them raise and realise 
their aspirations, whatever their area 
of interest, and our alumni’s successes 
continue to inspire the school.

Zoe Robinson, Doctor
After leaving Mounts Bay in 2007, 
Zoe went on to study the International 
Baccalaureate at Truro College before 
reading medicine at Imperial College 
London. She graduated in 2016 and 
currently works as a doctor in West 
Middlesex Hospital in London.
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Inspired by his maths homework,  
Ziji decided to work in his own time 
to create this Sierpinski triangle, 
which won him a Da Vinci Award.

This work by Abigail Pearson  
shows how she worked out  
a tough mathematical puzzle.
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Year 7 students put the final decorative 
touches on their water-propelled rocket.
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During sports day 
at Mounts Bay, 
houses compete 
in a wide range of 
sporting activities.
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To help a student
realise their
ambitions takes
dedication. All of
us here at Mounts
Bay are committed
to helping each
student pursue
their passion.

Children need a rich and 
diverse environment in which 
to flourish, and we’re dedicated 
to providing our students 
with rewarding learning 
experiences both within 
and beyond the classroom.

Our teachers are experts 
in their fields with a real 
love for the subjects they 
teach, and we continue to 
invest in the best resources 
and facilities for our students. 
We also bring in specialists 
to improve our clubs and 
societies, and work with 
others in the community 
to improve all education 
in the local area. 
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Students com
pete in a fierce tug of w

ar on sports day.
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Here are some of the facilities at 
Mounts Bay, from our innovative 
Qube building (above) to the news 
room and science laboratories.

Investing in 
our students

With access to state-of-the-art facilities 
and technology, our students feel 
inspired to push the boundaries of their 
subjects. We’re committed to investing 
in their futures, making sure they 
always have the best resources at their 
fingertips. Recently, we’ve expanded 
our sports facilities, opened the Compass 
support centre, involved the students 
in redesigning the bathrooms and 
invested £1.4 million in our new 
science laboratories.

Our facilities:
— photography darkroom;
— six new science laboratories; 
— newsroom with green screen; 
— recording studio; 
— sports centre and 

AstroTurf pitches; 
— drama hall and 

performance spaces; 
— Compass support and 

wellbeing centre.
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Here are some of the facilities at 
Mounts Bay, from our innovative 
Qube building (above) to the news 
room and science laboratories.

“ I enjoy Radio Club 
because it’s a really 
good experience for me 
to develop my skills as a 
presenter. I get to work 
with great teachers like 
Miss Fisher and Mr Bird, 
and I’ve been given my 
own radio show, which 
is really fun to record 
and plan.”

Clubs and societies

Tegan Philips, year 9

There are over 100 extracurricular 
clubs and societies to choose from 
here at Mounts Bay. From Latin to 
lighting and sound, these activities 
allow students to pursue their passions, 
try new things and get involved in 
the Mounts Bay community.

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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The Qube (left) is  
an indoor space with 
sprung flooring and  
can be opened out  
to become an indoor/
outdoor stage.

All of us here at Mounts Bay 
are passionate about teaching 
and supporting our students.

Passionate 
teachers

A school is only as good 
as its teachers, and 
our teaching team is 
comprised of passionate 
experts and innovators. 
Each teacher has a deep 
love for their subject, 
and they want to share 
their enthusiasm with 
their students.

“ English was always 
my favourite subject 
at school. I think 
English gives 
students so many 
opportunities: 
the opportunities 
to read great stories, 
create their own, 
visit the theatre 
to see plays, 
discuss their own 
feelings, empathise 
with characters 
and discuss 
topical issues.”

Mrs Leanne Marsden, 
English Teacher
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The Qube (left) is  
an indoor space with 
sprung flooring and  
can be opened out  
to become an indoor/
outdoor stage.

All of us here at Mounts Bay 
are passionate about teaching 
and supporting our students.

Community 
spirit

Schools have always 
played an important role 
in the community, and 
we’re proud to support 
local children’s projects, 
charities and other 
initiatives around Penwith 
and Cornwall. Many of 
our teachers are actively 
involved in the community 
outside of school hours, 
and we open our fantastic 
facilities to other local 
schools and clubs.

Mr Lawrence is our 
Football Development 
Manager, organising 
sporting activities for 
our students as well as 
the wider community. 
He visits local primary 
and secondary schools 
to run lessons and 
events, as well as 
teaching coaching 
courses here 
at Mounts Bay.

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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This epic poem inspired by 
Beowulf was written by Katie 
and earned her a Da Vinci 
Award for excellence.
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Diverse learning

A broad and balanced curriculum is 
the base of a good education, enriched 
by a variety of learning experiences. 
We combine classic and forward-
thinking approaches to develop students’ 
traditional skills while preparing them 
for the future.

On top of the essentials, we also have 
a huge range of complementary trips, 
courses and qualifications to provide 
our students with an extraordinary 
learning experience.

“ I like the diversity in the 
activities in lessons, there’s 
always something new to 
catch your attention.”

Sam Blades, year 8

LEARNING 

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org

50 51



A
m

ber Sym
ons perform

ing her ow
n m

usic during sports 
day. H

er album
 K

aleidoscopic M
inds is available on Spotify, 

via the A
cadem

y’s label, Q
ube Records.

Industry experts

To supplement our fantastic teaching 
team, we bring in industry experts 
and specialists, from astronomers and 
Russian-language teachers to qualified 
chefs. This means that whatever our 
students do, they’ll be taught by the 
best, with learning experiences that 
break out beyond the classroom.

Mr Roberts is a songwriter with 
three albums that have made it 
into the European top 40 chart. 
In 2016 he helped us launch our 
own record label, Qube Records, 
giving students the opportunity 
to get signed and sell their songs 
worldwide.
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Students carry out scientific fieldwork 
(above) as part of a STEM-based REAL 
Project (see page 71).

Students hone their skiing 
skills on an Academy trip 
to the Alps.
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For adventure learning w
eek students decorated the hall 

w
ith a m

ural of an ‘identity m
aze’, depicting how

 everyone 
finds their ow

n individual path in life.
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Learning takes place 
at the edge of the 
unknown, where 
students discover 
and experience 
new things.

The 21st century is one 
of worldwide connectivity, 
where opportunities 
abound for those with the 
confidence to seize them. 
From rigorous academic 
work to outdoor activities, 
we take an adventurous 
approach to education, 
inspiring students to push 
themselves and seek out 
new challenges.

Workshops, team projects 
and situational experiences 
give students the space to 
take the initiative and practise 
their leadership skills. We 
also help them to develop 
their character and the 
courage to speak up and 
challenge conventions.

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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Students get together and dress up for the M
azey 

D
ay parade to add a little colour to the com

m
unity.
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We encourage our students to become 
bold and colourful characters, unafraid 
to stand out and be themselves.

‘ This is an outstanding school. It 
has a highly inclusive ethos and 
outstanding, mutually beneficial 
partnerships. The school’s 
specialism in sport and creativity is 
having a highly positive impact on 
attainment, as well as improving 
the health of students. Students’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is very strong’.

Ofsted report, 2012

Since 2012, Ofsted have 
ranked us outstanding in 
every category, including 
the achievement, 
behaviour and safety 
of our students, the 

quality of our teaching, 
and our leadership and 
management. We’re 
one of only a handful 
of schools in the South 
West to achieve this.

Outstanding
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We encourage our students to become 
bold and colourful characters, unafraid 
to stand out and be themselves.

Learning 
worldwide

As an International 
School, we have links 
with schools around 
the world, from 
Uganda to the USA. 
These connections 
prepare and inspire 
our students to take 
their places in the 
global community 
of the 21st century.

Trips, exchanges and 
collaborative projects give 
our students the chance 
to explore and learn from 
diff erent cultures, whether 
they’re building a school in 
Nepal or cleaning a New 
Zealand beach. This global 
perspective plays a big 
part in the school ethos, 
encouraging students to 
think about their role in 
shaping the world.

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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As a centre of excellence for computer science, 
as well as sport and creativity, we teach all our 
students how to write computer code and work 
with new technology.

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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Students use technology, such as iPads,  
to support traditional learning.

Navigating 
technology

We believe technology should be 
used as a tool to enrich real, tactile 
learning, not replace it. While 
students have access to state-of-
the-art software and equipment, 
they rely on their own knowledge 
and abilities, with learning rooted 
in the real world.

By keeping an eye on the horizon, we stay 
up to date with current developments 
to prepare our students for the future. 
We’re recognised by the Department 
for Education as a centre of excellence 
in computer science, and all of our 
students try their hands at writing 
computer code. This way, our students 
learn how to navigate technology yet 
rely on themselves.

LEARNING 
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Students use technology, such as iPads,  
to support traditional learning.

Building 
confi dence

Experiences that are ‘challenging enough’ 
push students to stretch themselves 
and build confidence in their abilities. 
From academic assignments that are 
challenging yet achievable to sporting 
events, musical concerts and outdoor 
adventures, our students learn to believe 
in themselves and see obstacles as 
opportunities.

“ My first real concert was with 
the school, at Penlee Gallery. 
I was really scared at first because 
I thought I was going to forget the 
lines, but it all went to plan and I 
really enjoyed it. I’ve played two 
proper concerts now and started 
playing the keyboard, and I don’t 
get nervous anymore.”

Beth, singer and keyboardist, year 7

Mounts Bay Academy  mountsbay.org
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W
ith access to dram

a halls and stages, students develop 
the confidence to perform

 in front of a crow
d.
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Whether we’re training new 
teachers (top left) or exploring 
the core subjects, we always 
make learning exciting.

National 
leaders

As a National Support 
School, we use our 
experience and 
expertise to raise the 
standards of education 
across the county and 
beyond. We work with 
local schools providing 
assistance, staff  and 
other support they may 
need to improve the 
quality of education 
for their students.

We’re also an initial 
teacher training provider, 
meaning that we’re 
accredited by the 
National College for 
Teaching and Leadership 
to teach trainees and 
recommend them for 
qualified teacher status.
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Whether we’re training new 
teachers (top left) or exploring 
the core subjects, we always 
make learning exciting.

Innovators

As a member of 
Leading Edge, we’re 
part of a network of 
high-performance 
organisations 
transforming teaching 
and pioneering 
new approaches 
to education. We 
share our methods 
and techniques with 
educators across 
the UK to improve 
schooling countrywide.

We’re also a member 
of Challenge Partners, 
a network that aims 
to raise the quality of 
education by collaborating 
and challenging one another 
to progress. Through 
peer reviews and sharing 
research and findings, 
we learn from our partners, 
so our students benefit from 
the combined wisdom 
of over 400 schools.
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The school jazz band perform
ing live.
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yOur goal at Mounts
Bay is to spark
curiosity in our
students, urging
them to always 
ask questions and
open their eyes 
to the wonders 
of the world.

The rigid teaching structures 
of the past no longer reflect 
the world in which we live. 
Creativity, flexibility, intuition 
and innovation are the 
essential skills tomorrow’s 
citizens need to keep ahead 
of the curve, and children 
should learn in a way that 
reflects this.

We encourage in our 
students a desire to examine, 
understand and shape the 
world, using new teaching 
methods specifically designed 
for the 21st century. In 
collaboration with leading 
educators worldwide, we’ve 
created a curriculum that 
engages children emotionally 
and allows them to draw 
from diff erent subjects in 
order to solve problems.
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A
 student is close to m

aking a scientific discovery...
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The media team (left) 
uses journalism to 
investigate issues and 
express their opinions.

Students use what they learn 
in the classroom to engineer 
practical projects.

Adventure 
learning

As an Adventure 
Learning School, we 
believe that learning 
should take place in 
a colourful range of 
contexts, not just in 
the classroom, and 
that students should 
be challenged just 
enough so that 
education is exciting 
and satisfying.

We’re always looking for 
new ways to get students 
enthused and excited 
about learning. Working 
alongside experts and 
institutions, such as 
Professor David Hopkins 
and the University of 
Exeter, as well as other 
leading schools across 
the globe, we develop 
innovative approaches 
to education.
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The media team (left) 
uses journalism to 
investigate issues and 
express their opinions.

Students use what they learn 
in the classroom to engineer 
practical projects.

Deep learning philosophy

“ Our T-structure approach to 
learning is about creating a 
strong, broad academic base for 
each student before drilling down 
into the ideas that really excite 
them. Immersive experiences, 
such as trips, team projects and 
other activities, give our students 
the chance to learn in new and 
engaging ways.”

Sara Davey, Principal
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At Mounts Bay learning 
takes place in a variety 
of environments.

Our cooking classes 
(above) are taught  
by a qualified chef.

Student choice

Education shouldn’t be a closed 
system – it should open exciting 
routes and inspire students to pursue 
them. We believe that children learn 
best when they’re actively engaged 
with a task, making decisions and 
discovering ideas for themselves.

With nearly 50 GCSEs to choose from, 
plus optional qualifications such as 
AS levels and language courses, we 
provide our students with a wealth 
of possibilities. We also off er activity 
choices in compulsory lessons, 
encouraging each student to shape 
their learning trajectory and develop 
a sense of self-determination.

LEARNING 
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At Mounts Bay learning 
takes place in a variety 
of environments.

Our cooking classes 
(above) are taught  
by a qualified chef.

Beyond the 
classroom

From collecting scientific samples 
on the field and examining them 
back in the lab, to carrying out 
geographical surveys on-site, 
learning expeditions bridge the 
gap between the classroom and 
the real world.

During these expeditions, students have 
to solve problems and adapt to their 
environment, while working together 
eff ectively as a team. They also build 
an emotional bond with the ideas they 
explore, putting theory into practice and 
using practical knowledge to inform their 
academic study.
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These year 7 students took 
a crash course in rocket 
science during adventure 
learning week.
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For this REAL Project, 
students combined history, 
geography, art, photography, 
English and creative writing 
to make a book that captures 
the spirit of a place. Connected 

learning

Pulling together the 
latest research in 
education and cognitive 
development, we’ve 
designed a connected 
learning approach for 
our students in years 7, 
8 and 9. Each semester 
has a ‘big idea’ that 
drives learning – a 
conceptual theme that 
runs across all courses.

Though subjects remain 
rigorous and independent, 
the shared theme 
encourages students 
to make links between 
diff erent topics and think 
about the bigger picture. 
This type of associative 
learning is proven to be 
eff ective, and teaches 
students how to transfer 
and combine knowledge 
across diff erent disciplines.

LEARNING 
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For this REAL Project, 
students combined history, 
geography, art, photography, 
English and creative writing 
to make a book that captures 
the spirit of a place.REAL 

Projects

With a goal to work 
towards, and drawing 
from multiple disciplines, 
students learn in a way 
that reflects the real 
world. They get a chance 
to fully engage with 
what they’re learning, 
while developing time 
management and 
teamwork skills, all in 
a fun and stimulating 
environment. REAL 
Projects also significantly 
raise the level of study, 
with students producing 
GCSE-level work as early 
as year 7.

Collaborating with 
High Tech High in 
San Diego, we design 
REAL (rigorous, 
engaging, authentic 
learning) Projects for 
our students. In these 
innovative cross-
curriculum courses, 
students use academic 
research, strategy and 
creativity to design 
and deliver a real end 
product.
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For a maths project students explored 
different numeric systems.
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Student Matt Thatcher shot the local 
landscape for an authentic National 
Geographic photography brief.
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We nurture and
care for each of 
our students, while 
providing them 
with the guidance 
to grow into 
conscientious and 
principled people.

From the dedicated support 
staff  to the teachers, all of 
us at Mounts Bay care about 
the physical and emotional 
wellbeing of our students. 
Whether they need specific 
learning support or simply 
a space to reflect, we’re 
always actively looking out 
for those who need our help.

By encouraging students 
to collaborate with one 
another and engage with 
ethical issues, we foster 
a positive culture of respect, 
responsibility and strong 
relationships. Our students 
are thoughtful and polite, 
yet unafraid to be themselves.
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Students take part in an Easter 
fundraising race for W

aterA
id.
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Students celebrate their excellent 
academic results (above).

Our attendance across 
the school is 95%, while 
positive behaviour is 99%.A positive, inclusive 

environment

Children need a positive 
environment in which to learn, 
where they feel happy and 
supported by both their peers and 
by the school. We make sure that 
whatever a student’s background, 
needs or ability, they’ll be made 
to feel at home and given the 
care they need to flourish.

It’s our ethos to foster a sense of 
community based around our shared 
values of respect, responsibility and 
strong relationships. This shines 
through in our students’ excellent 
attendance and behaviour, and the 
way they carry themselves with 
confidence and courtesy.
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Students celebrate their excellent 
academic results (above).

Our attendance across 
the school is 95%, while 
positive behaviour is 99%.Student support

Our Compass provides a place for 
students to come for help, support 
and careers advice, as well as a 
space for study and quiet reflection. 
We listen and pay attention to our 
students, so they know they can 
come to us if there’s anything they 
want to talk about.

Wheelchair users can access all of the 
school grounds, and we have tutors 
and resources in place to help any 
students with learning diffi  culties. 
We also work closely with other schools 
and institutions to give our students 
the best support and create exciting 
learning experiences.
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Students compete in a wide 
range of house activities.

The boys’ choir (below) won the 
Outstanding Performance trophy 
at Camborne Music Festival.

House 
system

Our house system 
encourages fun, 
cooperation and 
healthy competition 
across the school. 
There are six houses, 
all of which are made 
up of tutor groups 
from each year, so 
students can develop 
valuable relationships 
with younger and 
older peers.

Children earn points 
through house activities, 
such as archery and 
pancake races, which 
they can then put towards 
prizes. This way, our 
students have fun while 
working together and 
getting involved in 
the school.
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Students compete in a wide 
range of house activities.

The boys’ choir (below) won the 
Outstanding Performance trophy 
at Camborne Music Festival.

“ The uniform is great. It looks really 
smart, and we all feel like we’re 
part of the school. You also get 
House Colours on your tie, which 
shows your achievement and gives 
the uniform a bit of colour.”

Uniform

School uniform plays an 
important role at Mounts 
Bay. We believe that 
looking ready to learn 
helps students to focus on 
their studies, and makes 
them aware of upholding 
the school’s reputation.

By taking fashion out of 
the equation, the uniform 
also promotes equality 
and creates a sense of 
belonging, as all students 
see themselves as equal 
members of the Academy 
community.
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This narrative about the life of Buddha was 
written by Xenios, one of our year 7 students.
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Our students get 
involved with 
the community 
organising cake 
sales, clean-ups 
and fun runs.

Responsibility

Beyond the school, we encourage 
our students to care about local, 
national and global issues. From 
getting involved in community 
projects and charity events to 
discussing the big things that 
Cornwall, the UK and the world 
face in the 21st century, our 
students develop a sense of 
their responsibility.

A defining 21st-century concern is 
sustainability, in terms of the ecosystem, 
the economy and culture. We weave 
these ideas into the curriculum, 
inspiring our students to become drivers 
for change. We also lead by example: 
solar panels provide the Academy with 
clean energy, and our media building, 
the Qube, won a sustainability award 
from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. Our ambition is to become 
an eco-school by 2020.
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Our students get 
involved with 
the community 
organising cake 
sales, clean-ups 
and fun runs.

Student voice

It’s important that students can 
express themselves, share ideas 
and create conversations. Our 
media club is open to all students, 
and gives them the opportunity 
to examine the world and voice 
their views. Eight times a year, 
students also get together to give 
us feedback, so we can continue to 
improve all aspects of Academy life.

We even welcome our students into 
the fold as decision makers, inviting 
them to governors’ meetings and getting 
them involved in school projects. Our 
students have played a part in designing 
our Garden Building, our bathrooms, 
and even this prospectus! We want 
them to see that they really can make 
a diff erence and shape the world 
around them.
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Year 7 students explored the them
e of creativity 

during adventure learning w
eek.
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